The article is devoted to the general purpose of the study of the etymological composition, functional differentiation and chronological stratification of the thematic group of Middle English names of farm-workers (herdsmen). Middle English occupational terms are distributed into two classes -common names (in their nominating function) and proper names, especially family names (in the function of identification of the person as the component additional to the personal name in the personal nomination formula). Within each etymological group of vocabulary we distribute the lexical material according to the functional principle and distinguish three groups of occupational terms: those functioning as common nouns as well as the proper names; those functioning exclusively as the proper names in the personal nomination formulas; those functioning exclusively as common names. It was found out that the thematic subgroup of Middle English names of herdsmen is represented by 157 words comprising 6.5 % of the total number of Middle English occupational terms; 90 % of them are English words (24 % of them are loan-blends), 10 % are loan-words. Functional differentiation of the vocabulary is different in English and borrowed occupational terms. Chronological stratification of the lexicalthematic subgroup indicates their predominance in the thirteenth century (42 %), as well as in the XIVth century (54 %). Data obtained in the study under review are valuable as the constituent part of the comprehensive study of the etymology and usage of the Middle English vocabulary.
Introduction
Theoretical Background/ Literature Review
In the late Middle Ages England remained a predominantly agricultural country (King, 1979, p.91) . Despite the growth of cities and fast development of crafts and trade, agriculture remained the main occupation of most of the population (Myers, 1978, p.54) . Stratification of the peasantry, the emergence of capitalist relations of production that characterized the development of the Medieval English village, gradually led to the increase in the share of hired labour in agricultural production (Kosminskiy, 1947, p.365) . It proves the fact of deep specialization, and gives reason to consider Middle English names of people employed in agriculture as the names of occupation (Solonovich, 1986 ).
In the dissertation thesis of T. Solonovich there were identified 150 words within the thematic subgroup of the names of farm-workers, comprising 8.5 % of the total number 1771 of the occupational names in the English language of the XI-XV centuries (Solonovich, 1986, p.176) .
The scholar noted the growth of this lexical-thematic subgroup as compared to AngloSaxon period, which, according to her calculations, had 38 words denoting farm-workers (Solonovich, 1986, p.149) . The role of borrowings as a means of nomination of persons in the lexical-thematic subgroup of Middle English farm-workers is extremely slight: it was detected only 12 of borrowed lexical units, which comprise 8 % of their total number (two of them are of Latin origin, eight of them are of French origin, two of them have double, Latin and French, origin). In addition, there were identified eight loan-blends, as well as five loanwords of French origin that entered the English language along with their motivational basis (Solonovich, 1986, p.150 ).
In modern theory of language it is highly evaluated a comprehensive study of the vocabulary, i. e., an integrative description of the influence of external factors upon the functioning and development of the lexical structure of the language, in diachronic terms. As far as the research of T. Solonovich has an onomasiological and derivational specification, and the study of the functional distribution of the vocabulary was not targeted, the delineation of the vocabulary into the levels of common and proper names wasn't aimed as it wasn't feasible at all. In our article we take a holistic approach to the study of language objects -the general synchronous-diachronic approach to the study of linguistic phenomena throughout the stages of the research with the application of several techniques of theoretical and empirical research methods: we classify the vocabulary according to the etymology determining the languagethe source of borrowing, which is not always the same as the language -the origin of the word, semantics, functional differentiation (habitualness of usage) and chronology.
Summarizing the scientific achievements of many scholars, we draw the conclusion as to the topicality of study of the correlations of specific and borrowed phenomena, basing on a large empirical material and long chronological layer, being observed in several varieties of functioning of the vocabulary in line with the systemic-structural paradigm, with the aim to establish the role and place of borrowings in the process of assimilation as an external factor of language evolution with the general goal to reconstruct the Middle English vocabulary by means of identification of language changes -functional and system formal and semantic, -which are the result of the joint action of external and internal factors of language history.
We have studied 238 names of farm-workers in the Middle English language (150 of them have English origin, 65 are the loan-blends, 23 are the loan-words) and we have already described the etymology, lexical-semantic distribution and functional differentiation of 66 names of farmers (Dobrovolska, 2016) . Beyond these names, according to our calculations, there are two more subgroups: the names of gardeners (15 words) and the names of herdsmen (157 words). The latter had been put into the focus of our special attention in this paper and had become the object of our study.
The subject of the study is the following -the etymology, lexical-thematic distribution, functional differentiation and chronological stratification of the Middle English names of farm-workers, esp. those in charge of domestic animals.
The problem to be solved in this paper is as follows: the reconstruction of the evolution of the lexical-thematic subgroup of the Middle English names of farm-workers, who were taking care of domestic animals, by means of distinguishing of its etymological composition, functional differentiation, lexical-thematic distribution and chronological stratification.
The article proves the hypothesis of the study, which is based on the assumption the fact that the Middle English occupational terms were of mixed origin; lexical borrowing having been the major (but not the leading) means of its replenishment, which was mainly due to the native English) sources of word formation; and the reconstruction of the evolution of the thematic group of herdsmen through the prism of correlation of specific and borrowed, as well as their functional differentiation and chronological stratification is a confirmation of the gradual complication and improvement of the English language as the directions of its evolution.
Our research is conducted in line with the functional-systemic approach to the language study: when describing historical transformations of the vocabulary of the English language, we use the system analysis in combination with the functional approach, which takes into account the heterogeneity of language in its multifunctioning.
Theoretical basis of the functional method is the consideration of language as a dynamic system, that is being in constant motion and development. The main tenet of the functional linguistics is the thesis that language is the instrument, the means and the mechanism for the implementation of certain human intentions -both in the field of cognition and in the acts of communication. Central concern of functionalism is the study of the function of the object as well as its purpose and features from the point of view of the missions, being adapted to their implementation (Levitskij, 2006, p.122 ).
The influence of other languages and the process of linguistic borrowing, especially the lexical borrowing, which is the implementation of social and socio-cultural influences, as well as the historical life of the people and the progress of human society as a whole, occupies a special place among the factors of language development. L. Bloomfield treats the phenomenon of borrowing, along with phonetic changes, as holding the leading role in the history of language (Bloomfield, 1968) .
The complex issues of the interaction of language with other languages as a result of their joint history determine the specificity of language in each period of its history. Determining the history of language as the description of the evolution or historical development that has been interpreted as the gradual complication, and therefore improvement (Rastorgueva,
Materials and Methods
1989, p.28), in our work we accept the general concept of linguistic change, and based on this concept, the approach and methods of analysis of the material.
In our study, the communicative, functional-systemic and historical approaches to the language correspond to the study of the Middle English vocabulary according to the level of "common names" (with the nominative function) and "proper names esp. the bynames of the period of active formation of the system of surnames, which are the complex sociallinguistic category and fulfil the nominative, identifying and social-judicial functions).
Etymological

Classification of the Vocabulary
Functional
Classification of the Vocabulary
Classification of the vocabulary according to the etymology (the source of borrowing) is one of the most common ways of systematization of the vocabulary (along with the systematization according to chronology, semantics, structure and the degree of assimilation). One of the urgent tasks of the etymology is to reveal the ways of formation of the vocabulary of the English language, which helps to reproduce its etymological model. The use of the achievements of lexicography for multidimensional descriptions of lexical units (as well as the material of integrated linguistic studies of definite lexical strata) is based on such characteristics of modern lexicographical sources, as their clarity and depth of explanatory material, the brevity and generalization of definitions, as well as the presence of etymological notation, clarifying the word-building models of derivatives (Gromova, 2011, pp.38-39) .
In this paper, the etymological model of the thematic group of Middle English names of occupation and office is construed on the basis of the analysis of the lexical material as to the linguistic identity of the derivational bases and derivatives, highlighting the native English vocabulary and borrowings. We distinguish the language of origin and the source of borrowing of the foreign words. We consider the lexical borrowings as to their nearest etymology (i.e., the source of their penetration into the English language), and their etymons are taken from the historical-etymological dictionaries of the Middle English language.
Our paper is based on the communicative, functional-systemic and historical approaches to the language study -we treat the Middle English vocabulary according to the levels of "common names" and "proper names": within each etymological group, we distribute the words along the functional lines, separating three categories of vocabulary: 1) the occupational terms that functioned only as appellatives (common names); 2) the occupational terms that functioned only as proper names; 3) the occupational terms that functioned both as appellatives, and as proper names. The following facts make us consider the occupational terms under study to be the words of non-occasional usage (i.e., meet the generally accepted usage): they were recorded in the Medieval written documents; their derivational basis is the English and assimilated borrowed vocabulary; their structure meets the rules and productive models of Middle English word-formation; their spelling corresponds to the Middle English orthographic rules. Basing on the distribution of vocabulary on the functional principle and its quantitative estimation, we draw the conclusions about the degree of usualness of the vocabulary under study esp. its sustainability): 1) the occupational terms that functioned both as appellatives and the proper names are considered to be the words of the settled usage; 2) the occupational terms that functioned only as the proper names are considered to be the words of the unsettled usage; 3) the occupational terms that functioned only as appellatives are considered to be the words of the limited usage.
Three closely related aspects of Medieval surnames -linguistic, social and historical -have led to their inclusion in the research material of Middle English occupational terms in the dissertation of T. Solonovich (Solonovich, 1986) esp. 1771 words denoting occupation were taken from the Middle English Dictionary edited by Sherman M. Kuhn (1952 Kuhn ( -1983 ) (letters A-P) and the Middle English Dictionary edited by F. H. Stratmann (1951) (letters Q-Z), as well as the Medieval surnames noted in the financial and judicial documents of the ХІІ-ХІV centuries and collected in the following papers of linguists ekwall, 1947; Fransson, 1935; Mills, 1968; Otto, 1938; Thuresson, 1950) .
Functional differentiation of Middle English occupational terms was not yet in the focus of linguistic studies, that is why we determined the aim of our research as the study of etymology, functional differentiation and chronological distribution of the occupational terms on the basis of new enriched material -Middle English Dictionary (as the part of Middle English Compendium) and Oxford English Dictionary (OED) -presupposing the fulfilment of the following tasks: 1. to collect occupational terms and present them in special way: appellatives -in the form of invariants, proper names -in the form of a phonographic variants; 2. to determine their etymology and group them according to it; 3. to investigate their functional differentiation and group them according to it; 4. to study the chronological distribution of the vocabulary under study; 5. to make absolute and relative quantitative analysis of these groups of the vocabulary.
Results and Discussion
Occupational Terms with the Settled Usage
We have grouped all the phonographic variants of occupational terms used as proper nouns and present them in chronological order of their usage; the first (in chronology) usage of the occupational term as common noun is presented in its invariant form; consequently we have investigated 2417 Middle English occupational terms, esp. 2013 words used as proper names (7429 phonographic variations of surnames in 10205 examples of their usage) and 404 words were only used as common nouns; among them the subgroup of the nouns denoting farmworkers, who were in charge of domestic animals, includes 157 words.
We would present the surnames without personal names, because they are irrelevant for the purpose of our investigation; the usage of small/ capital letter is given according to the literary source representing the absence of firm rules in Middle English orthography. The usage of occupational term as common noun is verified by its lexical-semantic variant given in the Middle English Dictionary and Oxford English Dictionary with precise dating of its first usage. The meaning of the word is presupposed on the basis of its usage as a surname and is given in the dictionaries without dating, being reconstructed by the lexicographers and marked as in surnames, as surnames, only as surname. In Table 1 we give the absolute and relative quantity of the etymological and functional groups of the occupational terms, denoting medieval farm-workers, who took care of domestic animals.
We have studied 157 words belonging to the thematic group of Middle English names of farmworkers, who were in charge of domestic animals, comprising 6.5 % of the total number of Middle English occupational terms. It was found out that 90 % of them are English words
Occupational
Terms with Limited Usage Table 1 Etymology and usage of the Middle English names of farm-workers, who were in charge of domestic animals
Usage/ etymology En Functional distribution of the vocabulary within three groups of occupational terms gives the following results: those functioning as common nouns as well as the proper names (the words with the established usage) constitute 31 %; those functioning exclusively as the proper names in the personal nomination formulas (the words with the unsettled usage) constitute 61 %; those functioning exclusively as common nouns (the words with the restricted usage) constitute 8 %.
The most common is the division of the history of the English language into old English (449-1066), Middle English (1066-1475) and New English (1476 up till now) (King, 1979, p.54 ). In our study of chronological stratification of the Middle English names of herdsmen is fulfilled within the XIth-XVth centuries. The first written fixation of the vocabulary under study is given in Table 2 . The above given chronological stratification of the lexical-thematic subgroup of the Middle English names of farm-workers, who were in charge of domestic animals, indicates its predominant filling in the thirteenth century (42 %) and in the XIVth century (54 %).
Conclusions and Perspectives
The new data concerning the occupational terms of the Middle English language undoubtedly confirm the feasibility of using onomastic material in the study of the vocabulary of previous times, in particular to describe an objective picture of the etymological foundations of the lexical structure of the language, to understand the spheres of influence and future circulation of lexical borrowings.
The study of the vocabulary in different functions of their usage (nominative and identifying) enriched the content of Middle English thematic group of farm-workers with the new words and the following characteristics: etymological composition, esp. the predominance of the native english and loan-blends) over the loanwords in the ratio 9:1; functional differentiation and sustainability of usage, esp. the predominance of the vocabulary with the unsettled (nonestablished) usage; the predominance of the vocabulary with identifying function acting as the proper names additional to the personal name in the personal nomination formulas, over the vocabulary functioning exclusively as common nouns with the nominative function, with the ratio 9:1, which is the indication of the popularity of these words. 
